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On April 8, Mutual Support Group (GAM) leader Nineth Montenegro told reporters that in January
and February this year, 172 persons were assassinated, an increase over the first two months of
1990. According to GAM, 41 of the murders and nine disappearances took place in Guatemala
City. Cesar Alvarez Guadamuz, deputy prosecutor for human rights offenses, reported 177 extrajudicial executions between Jan. 1 and March 13, compared to 147 for the same period last year.
The Center for Investigation, Study and Promotion of Human Rights (CIEPRODH) reported
that assassinations account for 32% of all human rights violations for January and February.
Twelve cases of torture were confirmed during the same period. The Guatemala Human Rights
Commission reported five disappearances and 27 assassinations between March 3 and April 5
in the departments of Retalhuleu, Juitapa, Guatemala, Quetzaltenango, Zacapa, Escuintla, Santa
Rosa, El Quiche, and Solola, and Guatemala City. In addition, three illegal arrests and two failed
assassination attempts were recorded. The Washington-based Council on Hemispheric Affairs
(COHA) recently described Guatemala as "the worst hemispheric human rights violator in 1990."
COHA criticized the US for inadequate and inappropriate response to the "brutal murder of
hundreds of Guatemalan citizens." On April 23 in Paris, the International Human Rights Federation
(Federacion Internacional de Derechos del Hombre- FIDH) released a bulleting stating that the
rate of rights abuses in Guatemala is escalating. The number of assassinations, abductions and
"involuntary disappearances" totaled 340 in the first three months of the year. The Federation
said estimates of humanitarian organizations indicate that assassinatons and abductions for the
entire year of 1990 came to between 700 and 800. A Federation mission visited Guatemala on April
6-12. According to the bulletin, "repression has intensified, perpetrators of human rights violations
enjoy total impunity, and public authorities close their eyes to all such incidents, excepting in cases
drawing the attention of international public opinion." As an indicator of military impunity, the
Federation pointed out that the three persons arrested in the case of the Santiago Atitlan massacre
face trial before a court comprised entirely of military officers. Next, the bulletin pointed out that
"civil self-defense committees" have been organized in all villages. The civil defense patrols are
effectively an extension of the armed forces. Although civilians are not obligated to participate
in such patrols, if they choose to decline they are threatened with assassination. At present, the
government is preparing legislation which would prohibit trade union membership of persons
forced to serve in the civil defense patrols. According to the Federation, abuse suffered by minors
will be intensified when a constitutional amendment is approved that would permit imprisonment
of children. [Basic data from Inter Press Service, 04/08/91; EFE, 04/23/91; 03/20/91 and 04/08/91
reports by Guatemala Human Rights Commission (Washington, DC); 04/05/91 report by Witness For
Peace]
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